
November 25, 2024

Phil Vavala
Vice President, Governmental and External Affairs, Region President
Atlantic City Electric and Delmarva Power
Corporate Correspondence
Delmarva Power
P.O. Box 17006
Wilmington, DE 19850-7006

Dear Mr. Vavala,

Thank you for taking the time to review and respond to our request
regarding the feasibility of alternative routes for Delmarva's planned
transmission line project. We appreciate the attention and effort you’ve
devoted to this matter. However, your response leaves several critical
concerns unaddressed and falls short of the transparency and diligence
that we, as an impacted community, require and deserve.

Your letter mentions that alternative routes were considered but
ultimately deemed unviable due to ​"congestion​.” However, your
assertion that our proposed route is “obstructed by neighboring
residential homes and commercial businesses” contradicts our analysis,
which demonstrates a significant reduction in such conflicts. If it is true
that your staff did any exploration of alternative routes, it is reasonable
for the impacted communities to request substantiation of these
claims. Without clear evidence—such as route analysis studies, maps, or
other supporting documentation—we are left with only your
assurances, which are insufficient given the context. Delmarva's history
of evasiveness, dismissiveness, and deception has forfeited the trust
necessary to simply take your word on this.

We have worked hard to provide research-backed solutions and foster
dialogue, including enlisting support from elected officials and
proposing avenues for collaborative engagement with CSX and other
stakeholders. Ardentown has even indicated a willingness to explore
compromises, such as utilizing a small portion of its forest reserve along
the CSX corridor in exchange for reforestation of the needless chasm
through its forest elsewhere. It would not be an easy concession for
them, if made, but it reflects a local commitment to finding the least
harmful solution. Yet, Delmarva has not reciprocated this commitment.

Your team’s failure to formally notify the impacted villages—Ardencroft
and Ardentown—despite having planned this project for years, is deeply
concerning. Our community only learned of this project through a letter
sent to the Village of Arden in February 2024, which is not directly
impacted by transmission lines. It wasn’t until April that word reached
Ardencroft and Ardentown. This is unacceptable and reflects a
disregard for the incorporated municipalities that have done more than
their fair share in allowing delivery of electricity to Northern Delaware
several decades.
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Further, while you’ve emphasized Delmarva’s intent to minimize
community impact, actions on the ground tell a different story. In 2023,
an 80-foot-wide clearing was made in Ardencroft’s forest—more than
double prior clearings—without review of the easement agreement
that entitles our village to compensation for trees removed beyond a
30-foot limit. Your admission that Delmarva’s been planning this capital
project for years arouses suspicion that the 2023 clearing had more in
mind than routine quadrennial easement maintenance. Toxic soil has
since been exposed for the soil tests you had conducted. The tests our
community, in partnership with the University of Delaware, shared with
Delmarva this summer did not require such disturbance. And now deep
borings into highly contaminated soil are being conducted only 15 feet
of residences to move forward with structural designs to later greatly
disturb this soil with footings for your new towers—all before
meaningful public engagement or input.

If Delmarva truly values its relationship with the communities it serves,
it must commit to greater transparency and accountability. We urge
you to provide detailed evidence of the alternative routes you claim to
have considered, including an explanation of why they were deemed
unfeasible. Moreover, it is imperative that Delmarva genuinely engage
with affected communities and the elected officials who serve us to
co-create solutions that prioritize environmental stewardship,
community safety, and long-term resilience.

I also wish to inform you that, in anticipation of Delmarva’s inadequate
response to our request, Ardencroft’s legislative body, the Village
Assembly, composed of all residents aged 18 and older, met on
November 18, 2024, and unanimously passed an ordinance to protect
our village from further harm caused by existing and planned
transmission infrastructure. This ordinance enshrines in municipal law:
(1) a ban on new transmission infrastructure and, (2) an annual impact
fee to compensate the Village for environmental and community harm
caused by any existing infrastructure. The impact fee is derived from
the base rate that Ardencroft leaseholders pay in land rent ($0.2553 per
square foot in 2024), and will be due on the first of June each year.
When the rate is updated in March, you can expect a bill. The ordinance
is available at ardencroft.delaware.gov/governance-documents/.

We look forward to your response and to seeing evidence of Delmarva’s
commitment to a more transparent and collaborative process moving
forward.

Sincerely,

Ben Gruswitz, AICP
Village Assembly Chair

CC: Edward Rosenthal, Esq.

2121 The Highway 2
Arden, DE 19810
302.385.6222
ardencroft.delaware.gov

http://ardencroft.delaware.gov/governance-documents/


Governor John Carney
U.S. Senator Tom Carper
U.S. Senator Chris Coons
U.S. Representative Lisa Blunt Rochester
State Senator Sarah McBride
State Senator Kyle Evans Gay
State Representative Larry Lambert
County Executive Matt Meyer
County Councilperson John Cartier
Delaware Public Service Commission

2121 The Highway 3
Arden, DE 19810
302.385.6222
ardencroft.delaware.gov


